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a sally on the flank of the assaulting column by a
chosen body of Tippoo's guards," and " a crimson
torrent streaming over the ruin;" it was so repre<
sented in Porter's picture,, and in the theatrical
exhibition of the assault at Sadler's Wells in 1799;
but both of these representations were got up
with the usual licence of painters and poets.

Painters and poets our indulgence claim*
Their daring equal, and tneir art the same.

Historians have another duty to perform; and for
the honour of human nature,, I am glad to point
out to Mr. Alison the error into which he has
fallen in his History when he speaks of a dreadful
slaughter in Tippoo's palace by the British troops.
Mr. Alison must have forgot, or never read. Lord
Mornington's letter to the Court of Directors of
the 12th May, 1799, in which he observes, " I am
persuaded that your Honourable Court will derive
peculiar satisfaction from the intelligence that the
Suliaiin's family and palace suffered no insult or
violence during the heat of the assault, and has
since been protected with the utmost care;" nor
could Mr. Alison have read Sir Alexander Allan's
simple and unassuming statement of the generous
means which he adopted, with General Baird's
sanction, to prevent any slaughter in the Palace,
and which so entirely succeeded, that not one
drop of blood was shed there.

There is another mistake adopted by Mr. Ali-
son, and which also implies a want of humane feel-
ing on the part of Tippoo's conquerors. He says,